Cognos 11 Analytics navigation and general knowledge

An important aspect to know about Cognos Analytics, is that it got rid of the dependency on its built-in interface (GUI) in replace of a more favorable web-browser
based experience. What you will notice is that the selection boxes along with the menu items to control selected maintenance are both gone, and that hovering
over items will display their hidden menus.

To navigate and control items in the Cognos Content Store, click on the “Team content” icon, then when the fly-out window displays the list, do one of the
following:

a) Click on the empty area of an item to select it, make sure to click on the area under the line where the items name is on.

b) If you want to select multiple items, hold down the [CTRL] key-board key while selecting the empty areas.

c) To select a range, Click on the first item’s empty area, then hold the [SHIFT] key-board key while selecting the last item’s empty area.
Once you have an item(s) selected, use the mouse to right-click to bring up the menu options.

If you click on an expended items name, it will run that item. However if you hover over an items name, it will display the ellipsis (...) menu item. You can click the
ellipsis menu item to bring up those item’s options:

Hover your mouse over the item to bring up the ellipsis menu item
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When navigating the Content Store, you will see two types of studio reports. These can be identified by the items icon:
i - Query Studio Item

E - Report Studio Item

NOTE: The Query items that were built in Cognos 10 BI’s Query Studio, will have to be converted in order to be opened up in Cognos 11
Analytics’ Report Studio.



Converting Query Items:

Cognos Analytics provides a conversion tool to make it easy if you're already familiar with Report Studio. When you hover over an query item with your mouse,
right click-on it to bring up the menu, click on the “Convert to report” option and it will open in Report Studio. Although easy, you will need to remember the reports
name, and location, to do the conversion.
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The other option is to use the “Edit” option, this will open it up in Query Studio where you should then do what you have to do then re-save it as a Report Studio
report:
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The reasoning behind this was, Query Studio became an obsolete tool and it was merged into Report Studio, IBM phased it out in Analytics. At one point they
notified uses that any items built in Query Studio, wouldn’t be compatible in Analytics, but they ultimately provided a work-around so customers wouldn’t have to
scramble with converting items. The work around was making Query Studio available as a conversioning tool, so that anyone who has never used Report Studio
can quickly come on board and use Analytics.



How to relink a ODS reporting package back to a Query Item

For Cognos 10 Query Studio Users: if you click a Query item that you have access to, and it opens in Query Studio with this similar access issue:
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Then the reporting package that the query is using, will need to be relinked back to the query.



To relink a package back to the Query, either right-click on the item or hover over and click the ellipsis (...), then from the pop-up menu options, choose the
“Properties” option:
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On the Properties window, click on the General tab then click on the “Advanced” drop-down arrow to expand the list, next to the “Source package or data module”
row, click on the “Set” link:
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On the Linking window that pops-up, click on the Team Content folder icon, then navigate through the ODS packages to find the source you are looking for:
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When you click into the package container, it will look empty as if there is nothing to select. But you happen to be in the base package location there just aren’t any
sub-routines to pick from. So from here, click on Open and it will select the “Employee” package that you are navigated into to use in the query:
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This will link the package so that the Query will open in Query Studio now, when it opens you will be displayed a message letting you know the report specification
needs to be updated from the Cognos 10 to a Cognos 11 version, this is expected and you just need to click ok:
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PLEASE NOTE: It’s highly recommended to re-save these as a Report Studio report.



Copying Reports over from Cognos 10 Business Intelligence to Cognos 11 Analytics

Cognos Report Studio is a set of graphical tools that are manipulating xml code to produce the results you see on the screen, this gives the reports the ability to be
used outside of Cognos. The xml can be opened, modified, or copied from one Cognos environment to another.

The follow steps can be used to copy your Cognos 10 Bl Reports over to Cognos 11 Analytics:
1) In Cognos 10 - In order to view a reports specification (spec), open it up to view in Reports Studio.

There is a “Tools” option on the main menu bar, click that then click the “Copy report to Clipboard” option:
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Depending on your browser, this will either open a new pop-up window that displays the reports spec, or it will not open a new pop-up and it will just copy the spec

to the PC’s clipboard. If you are displayed a pop-up, you can select all then copy the text you see. This copies the reports spec into your computer clipboard, so
that it can be pasted elsewhere.



2) In Cognos Analytics — Either open a new report, or from within any already opened report, click on either the “Pages” or the “Queries” tab:
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What you're looking for is the Report object:
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Right-click on that, then choose the “Open report from clipboard” option this time:
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Again depending on your web-browser, it will either just open the stored report xml or it will open a new pop-up window where you can paste the report spec in:
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Paste the copied text into the window then click ok, it should successfully validate the spec then you can save it.

Just to note:

When “opening a report from clipboard”, this is creating a new instance of a report. It will not overwrite the current report you have opened. You will be prompted to
save the current report you are working on or it will be lost.

This same process can also be done to handle versioning of projects, to reuse code as a template, or just backup something important. The code being copied is
only report logic, it is not copying any data.



